Genitive Case Revisited
Until now we have seen the genitive as a case used for possession, translated “of.” The genitive, however, is used
mu ch mo re widely tha n that. Its broader m eaning is descriptive and often specifies more ex actly, defines more
precisely, or limits the scope of the word it is connected to. Thus, the genitive has an ad jectival function. It also
functions like an adverb when it specifies time and place.
Possessive Genitive: may be translated “of” or as passive nou n or pronou n (his/her).

thVn koilivan th'" mhtroV"
thVn dovxan aujtou'

mother’s womb (John 3:4)
His glory (John 1:14)

Relational Genitive: specifies a family relationship (son, parent, wife).

hJ mhvthr aujtou'
Sivmwn Ij wavnnou
Mariva hJ tou' Klwpa'

his mother (John 2:5)
Simon, son of John (John 21:15)
Mary, the [wife] of Cleopas (John 19:25)

Descriptive Genitive: qua lifies the nou n, de scribing it in m ore d etail.

O
J zh'lo" tou' oi[kou sou
tou' naou' tou' swvmato" auj tou'

the z eal of you r hou se (John 2 :17) (describes the type of ze al)
the temple of his body (John 2:21)

Subjective Genitive: the word in the genitive functions as the subject or produces the action of the verbal idea
implied in the nou n it describes.

hJ ejpiqumiva th'" sarkoV"
hJ ejpiqumiva tw'n ojfqalmw'n

the lust of the flesh (1 John 2:16) (the flesh lusts)
the lust of the eyes (1 John 2 :16) (the e yes lust)

Objective Genitive: The gen itive receives the action. It acts like an object to the action of the word it m odifies. These
categories are not mutually exclusive. Sometimes a genitive may be both objective and descriptive.

hJ deV tou' pneuvmato" blasfhmiva
oJ qerismoV" th'" gh'"

the blasphemy against the Spirit (Matthew 12:31)
the harvest of the earth (Revelation 14:15)

Time Gen itive: genitives of time and agency function like adverbs. Genitives of time express time “within which”
something happ ens.

h\lqen proV" aujtoVn nuktoV"
e{w" tw'n hJmerw'n Dauivd

he came to him during the night (John 3:2)
until the days of David (Acts 7:45)

Agency Genitive: identifies the agent that has been involved in an action.

e[sontai pavnte" didaktoiV qeou'

they shall all be taught by God (John 6:45)

