Word Study on “Perfect” (Téleios) — tevleio", a, on, adj.

English concept of “Perfect”: adj. 1. Lacking nothing essential to the whole; complete of its nature or kind.
2.Being without defect or blemish: a perfect specimen. 3. Thoroughly skilled or talented in a certain field
or area; proficient. 4. Completely suited for a particular purpose orsituation: She was the perfectactress for
the part. 5.a. Completely corresponding to a description, standard, or type: a perfect circle; a perfect
gentleman. b. Accurately reproducing an original: a perfect copy of the painting. 6. Complete; thorough;
utter: a perfect fool. 7. Pure; undiluted; unmixed: perfect red. 8. Excellent and delightful in all respects: a
perfect day.

Greek Word Study on Téleios —tevleio", a, on

I.  One way to understand the shadesof meaning in a word is to look at it’s cognate forms. Cognate forms
are wordsthat are built on the same root. For example, the adjective beautiful has the cognate forms of
beauty (noun) and beautify (verb). The adjective téleios has the following three cognate forms (one verb
and two nouns):

A. teleiovw— Teleio2 (verb): to make perfect, complete or mature.

Complete, bring to an end, finish, accomplish

John 4:34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.
John 17:4 | have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.
Hebrews 5:8-9 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9and,

once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him

1 John 2:5 But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. Thisis how
we know we are in him:

fulfill

John 19:28  Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be
fulfilled , Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”

B. tevlo", ou", tov— T&os (noun): end, result, purpose, completely

1.

tel AAIAAy n., pl. 1. Philosophy. The study of design or purpose in natural phenomena. 2. The
use of ultimate purpose or design as a means of explaining natural phenomena.

end, the last part, close, conclusion

Luke 1:33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

Romans 10:4 Christis the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who
believes.

Matthew 24:6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, butsee to itthat you are not alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the endis still to come.

goal

Matthew 26:58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest.
He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome

Philippians 3:19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory isin their
shame. Their mind is on earthly things.
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c. teleiovth", hto", hJ — Teleiotes (noun): maturity, perfection, completeness

Hebrews 6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity
not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in
God,

Colossians 3:14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them alltogether in perfect
unity.

Il. The Greek adjective teleiosis the main Greek word to think of when discussing spiritual maturity.

A. Themostauthoritative lexicon (dictionary) of Biblical Greek is the one by Bauer, Arndt, and Gingrich
gives many possible ways to translate téleios. The main ones are:

having attained the end or purpose, full-grown, mature, adult, perfect, complete
B. The main meaning of téleiosis the concept of having attained the end or purpose, complete, perfect
1. The English word actualized captures an important nuance of teleios

James 1:4 Perseverance must fini sh its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything.

Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able totest and approve what God’s will is — his
good, pleasing and perfect will.

1 Corinthians 13:10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disapp ears.

1 Corinthians2:6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.

Philippians 3:15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And ifon some
point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.

Colossians 1:28  We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so
that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.

Matthew 19:21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

Ill. One application

Matthew 5:43-48 “You have heard thatit wassaid, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But
I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for thosewho persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your
Fatherin heaven. Hecauses his sun to rise on the evil and thegood, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those wholove you, what reward will you get? Are not even the
tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than
others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect [mature, fully developed, complete], therefore, [in
what? love] as your heavenly Father is perfect.



