
LIQUID VERBS REVISITED

The consonants l, m, n and r are called “liquids” because th eair flows around the tongue (l, r)
or the sound goes through the nose (m, n) when pronouncing the letter. (l and r are actually
called “nasals” but becaue they often behave in the same manner, they are usually grouped
together under the one heading of “liquid”.)

Verbs whose verbal roots end in a liquid (l r) or a nasal (m n) are called “liquid verbs”. The
phenomena of the liquids affect only the future and aorist tenses.

Liquid Future

Future active tense stem + Tense formative (es) + Connecting vowel + Primary active personal endings

krin + es + o + men ÷ krinou'men

Note that the sigma does not like to stand between two vowels so it drops out, and the epsilon
and connecting vowel contract. Liquid verbs are therefore conjugated and accented in the
future just as if they were e contract berbs in the present.

liquid definition present contract present liquid
1 sg krinw' (eso) I will judge poiw' krivnw

2 sg krinei'" (ese") You will juge poiei'" krivnei"

3 sg krinei' (ese) He/she/it will judge poiei' krivnei

1 pl krinou'men (esomen) We will judge poiou'men krivnomen

2 pl krinei'te (esete) You will judge poiei'te krivnete

3 pl krinou'si(n) (esonsi) They will judge poiou'si(n) krivnousi(n)

Liquid Aorist

Instead of adding sa as the tense formative, liquid verbs add only alpha and then sometimes
modify the tense stem. The phenomena of the liquids affect only the future and aorist tenses.
They will not be seen in any of the other forms.

Augment + Aorist active tense stem + Tense formative (a) + Secondary active personal endings

eV + mein + a + men ÷ eVmeivnamen

The keys to recognizing a liquid aorist are two:

• the final stem consonant is a liquid;
• the alpha (a) tense formative, not sa

aorist liquid translation first aorist

1 sg e!meina I remained e!lousa

2 sg e!meina You remained e!lousa

3 sg e!meina He/she/it remained e!lousa

1 pl e!meina We remained e!lousa

2 pl e!meina You remained e!lousa

3 pl e!meina They remained e!lousa
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1 sg — 1 e!meina I remained mhn ejmeinavmhn

2 sg " e!meina You remained so2 ejmeivnw

3 sg — (n)3 e!meina He/she/it
remained

to ejmeinato

1 pl men e!meina We remained meq
a

ejmeinavmeqa

2 pl te e!meina You remained sqe ejmeivnasqe

3 pl n e!meina They remained nto ejmeivnanto

1 Contrary to the normal pattern, the first person singular active uses no personal ending (cf.
the imperfect e!luon)

2 The s of the personal ending is intervocalic and drops out, and the a and o contract to w
(emein + a + so ÷ emeinao ÷ ejmeivnw)

3 The third person singular activeuses no personal ending, but in order to avoid confusion with
the 1st singular, it alters the vowel in the tense formative to e by analogy to the imperfect.

Liquid Verbs Occurring Fifty Times and More in the New Testament

Present
Active

Future Active Aorist
Active/Middle

Definition

ai!rw ajrw' h^ra  lift up, take up, pick up

ajpoqnhvskw ajpoqanou'mai ajpevqanon I die

ajpokrivnomai — ajpekrinamhn I answer

ajpokteivnw ajpoktenw' ajpevkteina I kill

ajpostevllw ajpostelw' ajpevsteila I send

bavllw balw' e!balon I throw, put

ejgeivrw ejgerw' h!geira I wake, rouse, rise, get up

eijmiv e!somai h!mhn I am

ejkbavllw ejkbalw' ejxevbalon I cast out

krivnw krinw' e!krina I judge, decide

levgw ejrw'2 eîpon I say, speak

mevllw mellhvsw — I am about to

mevnw menw' e!meina I remain

pivnw pivomai e!pion I drink

fevrw oi!sw h!negka I carry

caivrw karhvsomai — I rejoice
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