L1QUID VERBS REVISITED

The consonants A, p, v and p are called “liquids” because th eair flows around the tongue (A, p)
or the sound goes through the nose (u, v) when pronouncing the letter. (A and p are actually
called “nasals” but becaue they often behave in the same manner, they are usually grouped
together under the one heading of “liquid”.)

Verbs whose verbal roots end in a liquid (A p) or a nasal (4 v) are called “liquid verbs”. The
phenomena of the liquids affect only the future and aorist tenses.

Liquid Future
Future active tense stem + Tense formative (o) + Connecting vowel + Primary active personal endings
KPLV + €0 + O + HEV —> KPLVOUUEV

Note that the sigma does not like to stand between two vowels so it drops out, and the epsilon
and connecting vowel contract. Liquid verbs are therefore conjugated and accented in the
future just as if they were € contract berbs in the present.

liquid definition present contract  present liquid

1sg  xpLvd (eco) Iwilljudge oLk Kpivw

2sg  KPLVELG (eogg)  You will juge TOLETG KPIVELG

359  KpLVeED (ece) He/she/it will judge  ToLel kpivel

Ipl  xpuvodpev (eoopev) We will judge TOLOOHEV kpivopev

2pl  xkpuvelTe (eoete)  You will judge TOLETTE KplveTe

3pl  xpivodoi(v) (ecovol) They will judge moto0ot(v) kpivouat(v)
Liquid Aorist

Instead of adding oa as the tense formative, liquid verbs add only alpha and then sometimes
modify the tense stem. The phenomena of the liquids affect only the future and aorist tenses.
They will not be seen in any of the other forms.

Augment + Aorist active tense stem + Tense formative (o) + Secondary active personal endings
& + HELV + O + pev —> Eueivauey
The keys to recognizing a liquid aorist are two:

* the final stem consonant is a liquid;
* the alpha (a) tense formative, not ca

aorist liquid ~ translation first aorist
1sg ‘Epewva I remained Edovoa
2sg Epeva You remained EAovoa
3sg Epewva He/she/it remained &Aovoa
1pl  Epewva We remained ghovoa
2pl  Epewva You remained EAovoa

3pl  Euewva They remained ENovoa
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1sg =" guetva I remained NV - Zpevéuny

2s¢g ¢ €uetva You remained 00> peivw

3sg —(v)° Euewva He/she/it TO gueLvaTo
remained

1pl pev Euelva  We remained ued  Zpervdueba

a
2pl  TE Euetva  You remained 00 Zpeivaobe
3pl v €petva They remained ~ vio  Zueivavto

! Contrary to the normal pattern, the first person singular active uses no personal ending (cf.
the imperfect £€Avov)

? The o of the personal ending is intervocalic and drops out, and the o and o contract to w
(EMELV + o'+ 00 = gpelvao — pelvw)

® The third person singular activeuses no ]é)ersonal ending, but in order to avoid confusion with
the 1st singular, it'alters the vowel in the tense formative to € by analogy to the imperfect.

Liquid Verbs Occurring Fifty Times and More in the New Testament

Present Future Active ~ Aorist Definition

Active Active/Middle

opw 3p®d npa lift up, take up, pick up
dmofvrokw dmoBavoduat  dmébavov I die

dmokpivopor  — ATEKPLVOUNV I answer

dmokTeivw AmoKTEVH dmékTelva I kill

dmooTéAAW AmooTEAD dnéoTelAa I send

BAAw BoAG EBarov I throw, put

gyeipw Eyep®d fyelpa I wake, rouse, rise, get up
elpi £oopat Aunv Iam

EKBAAW EKBOAD EEéBarov I cast out

Kpivw KPLV® Ekplva I judge, decide

Aéyw ¢pd’ lmov I say, speak

HEAAW HEAAT oW — I am about to

HEVW HEVED Epetva [ remain

mivw mlopat Emov I drink

dépw olow fveyka I carry

xaipw Kaprioopat — I rejoice
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