
Chapter 16: Primary Active Endings Paradigm

form translation
connecting

vowel
personal
ending

1 sg luv w I am loosing o —1

2 sg luv ei" You are loosing e "2

3 sg luv ei He/she/it is loosing e i3

1 pl luv omen We are loosing o men

2 pl luv ete You are loosing e te

3 pl luv ousi (n) They are loosing o nsi4

 No personal ending is used and the connecting vowel omicron lengthens to omega to1

compensate for the loss (*lu + o + — ÿ luvw)
 The personal ending actually is si. The sigma dropped out and was evidently added back on2

to the end (luevsi ÿ luvei ÿ luvei"). It seems easier to think that the sigma and iota
underwent metathesis, i.e., they switched places. Just remember that the ending is sigma
and the connecting vowel changes.

 The ending actually is ti, but the tau dropped out. The original form can be seen in ejstiv.3

 The third plural ending can take a movable nu. The nu in the personal ending (nsi) drops out4

because of the following sigma (just as it does in the accusative plural of second declension
nouns) and the connecting vowel omicron lengthens to ou to compensate for the loss
(luonsi ÿ luosi ÿ luvousi). It is important to remember that the ending actually is nsi
because it will make other forms easier to remember.

What to Memorize

Memorize the primary active endings and their connecting vowel (o + —, e + ", e + i, o + men,
e + te, o + nsi) as well as what they change into when affixed to verbs (w, ei", ei, omen, ete,
ousi(n)). While this may seem cumbersome, it will help you understand other forms and pay
off in the long run. Practice writing the following until you can do it from memory:

o + — ÿ w

e + " ÿ ei"

e + i ÿ ei

o + men ÿ omen

e + te ÿ ete

o + nsi ÿ ousi



Chapter 16: Primary Active Endings Worksheet

Conn.
Vowel

Personal
Ending

Conn.
Vowel

Personal
Ending

÷

÷

÷

ajkouvw I hear, learn, obey, understand luvw I loose, untie, destroy

blevpw I see, look at pisteuvw I believe, have faith (in), trust

e!cw I have, hold

luvw ajkouvousi

blevpomen luvete

e!comen e!cw

ajkouvete ajkouvei"

luvei" pisteuvousi

pisteuvei luvei

blevpw e!cei

luvousi ajkouvomen

pisteuvw blevpete

e!cousi ajkouvw

blevpousi luvomen

ajkouvw pisteuvei"

pisteuvei" pisteuvete

blevpei ajkouvei

e!cei" e!cete

ajkouvw blevpei"

e[cete luvousi
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