
Common New Testament Greek Idioms

Greek Phrase Gross Literal Meaning Idiomatic Meaning

eij mhV . . . . . . . . . if not . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . except

eij deV mh . . . . . . but if not . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . if not, otherwise
after negative clauses, otherwise

eij ou\n . . . . . . . . if then . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . therefore

o@" a!n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . whoever

a@ a!n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . whatever

diaV tou'to . . . . . on account/because of this therefore

ejpiV toV aujtov . . . on the same . . . . . . . . . . . . together

i@na mhv . . . . . . . in order that not . . . . . . . . lest

kataV movna" . . . during/while only . . . . . . alone

kaq j uJperbolhvn by way of excess . . . . . . . . excessively
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