
First & Second Noun Declension Paradigm

Singular Plural

2
Masc

1
Fem

2
Neut

2
Masc

1
Fem

2
Neut

Nom " — n i i a3

Gen u " u wn wn wn1 1

Dat2 i i i i" i" i"

Acc n n n u" " a

 The actual ending is omicron which contracts with the final stem vowel to ou.1

 In the singular first and second declensions the iota always subscripts.2

 The underlined characters show that the case ending has contracted with the vowel of3

the stem (ejrgo + a ÷ e!rga).

Articles

Singular Plural

2
Masc

1
Fem

2
Neut

2
Masc

1
Fem

2
Neut

Nom oJ hJ tov oiJ aiJ tav the/a

Gen tou' th'" tou' tw'n tw'n tw'n of the/a

Dat tw'/ th'/ tw'/ toi'" tai'" toi'" to or for the/a

Acc tovn thvn tov touv" tav" tav the/a

First & Second Declension Noun Paradigm Examples

Singular Plural

2
Masc

1
Fem

2
Neut

2
Masc

1
Fem

2
Neut

Nom oJ logo" hJ grafhv
hJ w@ra

toV e!rgon oiJ lovgoi aiJ grafai
aji w{rai

taV e!rga

Gen tou' lovgou th'" grafh'"
th'" w@ra"

tou' e!rgou tw'n lovgwn tw'n grafw'n
tw'n wJrw'n

tw'n e!rgwn

Dat tw'/ lovgw/ th'/ grafh'/
th'/ w@ra/

tw'/ e!rgw/ toi'" lovgoi" tai'" grafai'"
tai'" w{rai"

toi'" e!rgoi"

Acc tovn lovgon thVn grafhvn
thVn w@ran

tov e!rgon touv" lovgou" tav" grafav"
taV" w{ra"

taV e!rga



The omega of the genitive plural will absorb any preceding vowel.1

The First Six Noun Rules

These are called “The Basic Rules Governing Case Endings” in the Appendix on Noun system,
p. 344.

1. Stems ending in alpha or eta are in the first declension, stems ending in omicron are in the
second, and consonantal stems are in the third.

2. Every neuter word has the same form in the nominative and accusative. 

e[rgon could be either nominative or accusative.

3. Almost all neuter words end in alpha in the nominative and accusative plural.

4. In the dative singular, the iota subscripts if possible.

• This rule explains what happens to the dative singular case endings in the first and
second declension. A vowel can subscript only under a long vowel.

5. Vowels often change their length (“ablaut”).

• “Contraction” occurs when two vowels meet and form a different vowel.
• “Ablaut” (äb“lout”) is the technical term for this. By “change their length” we mean

that they can shorten (omega to omicron), lengthen (omicron to omega), or disappear
entirely. We see this in the dative singular (where the stem vowel lengthens)

• Examples:

logo + i ÷ lovgw/ (dative singular)

logo + o ÷ lovgou (genitive singular)

grafh + wn ÷ grafw'n (genitive plural)1

6. In the genitive and dative, the masculine and neuter will always be identical.

• This may lead you to think that the masculine and neuter forms are more closely
aligned than the masculine and feminine. As we will see later on, the masculine and
feminine are actually more similar.
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