Nom
Gen
Dat?

Acc

First & Second Noun Declension Paradigm

Singular
2 1 2
Masc Fem Neut
G — \Y
o G o
L L L
\Y% \Y% Y%

Plural
2 1 2
Masc Fem Neut
L L o’
wv wv wv
LG LG LG
LG S a

! The actual ending is omicron which contracts with the final stem vowel to ou.
? In the singular first and second declensions the iota always subscripts.
® The underlined characters show that the case ending has contracted with the vowel of

the stem (¢pyo + o ~ €pya).

Articles
Singular Plural
2 1 2 2 1 2
Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut
Nom ) M T ol ai T4 the/a
Gen T00 TAS T00 TOV TOV TOV of the/a
Dat 0 T 0 TO1G Talg TO1G to or for the/a
Acc TOV ™v T TOUG TAG Ta the/a
First & Second Declension Noun Paradigm Examples
Singular Plural
2 1 2 2 1 2
Masc Fem Neut Masc Fem Neut
Nom 6 Aoyog 1 ypadri TO €pyov ot Adyot al ypagot Ta €pya
M vpa 4t vpat
Gen  T00 Adyou  Tiig ypadfic  ToO €pyou | TGV Adywv  TOV ypad@v TGV €pywv
THGg Wpog TOV VPOV
Dat TG Adyw T ypadi 1) €pyw | TOlG Adyolg  TAlG ypadadilc  TOlg £pyolg
TH WpQ TOlG WpALg
Acc Tév Adyov Ty ypadnv TS €pyov | ToUG Adyoug  TAG Ypaddg Ta €pya
TV dpav TAG WPAG




The First Six Noun Rules

These are called “The Basic Rules Governing Case Endings” in the Appendix on Noun system,
p. 344.

1. Stems ending in alpha or eta are in the first declension, stems ending in omicron are in the
second, and consonantal stems are in the third.

2. Every neuter word has the same form in the nominative and accusative.
gpyov could be either nominative or accusative.

3. Almost all neuter words end in alpha in the nominative and accusative plural.

4. In the dative singular, the iota subscripts if possible.

* This rule explains what happens to the dative singular case endings in the first and
second declension. A vowel can subscript only under a long vowel.

5. Vowels often change their length (“ablaut”).

* “Contraction” occurs when two vowels meet and form a different vowel.

* “Ablaut” (db’/lout’) is the technical term for this. By “change their length” we mean
that they can shorten (omega to omicron), lengthen (omicron to omega), or disappear
entirely. We see this in the dative singular (where the stem vowel lengthens)

e Examples:

doyo + Ut - Adyw (dative singular)
Aoyo + o - Adyou (genitive singular)
ypadn + wv - ypaddv  (genitive plural)’
6. In the genitive and dative, the masculine and neuter will always be identical.
* This may lead you to think that the masculine and neuter forms are more closely

aligned than the masculine and feminine. As we will see later on, the masculine and
feminine are actually more similar.

' The omega of the genitive plural will absorb any preceding vowel.
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